
CLIL LESSON for high school students

Weather & Hurricanes

TOPIC: Hurricanes

LEVEL: A2+ / B1

AGE: from 15 to 17 (high school students)

TIME: 4 x 45-minute lessons


	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

	CONTENT

	· after the first lesson students will know the key vocabulary for the following 4 lessons and they present their own weather forecast report using the vocabulary and structures they have learnt

· after the second lesson students will create a poster or a map of the world with labels and arrows that show the movement of air that causes wind, they will be able to explain the sequence of how hurricanes build up, they will be able to label parts of a hurricane.

· after the third lesson the students will be able to explain the differences among hurricane types, they design their own supply kit for survival

· after the forth lesson the students will have prepared one of the three optional follow-up projects on hurricanes


PROCEDURE: before this lesson, students are asked to bring newspaper to the classroom with a weather forecast.
Lesson 1 INTO 

– PRESENTING THE KEY VOCABULARY, VOCABULARY PRACTICE, WORKING WITH A MONOLINGUAL DICTIONARY. READING, LISTENING, SPEAKING, WRITING INCLUDED.
1. The T uses a projector with a pc or a laptop, and shows Ss a picture of catastrophic consequences of a hurricane and asks them what they think happened there, where it was and if they think anyone died. Was there any chance to prevent this happened? Classroom discussion.









aprox. 3 minutes

2. T says the topic – weather and hurricanes – then T divides the Ss into 4 groups of 3 or 4 people. Each group is given a blank poster with several words written on it. There words are low pressure, rotate, spin, descend, unequal, breeze, counterclockwise, high pressure, ascend, diameter, storm surge, form. The task says: Within 3 minutes write as many words related to weather as possible – nouns, adjectives, verbs.  All group members use same colour for writing. Students are allowed to use dictionaries. After the time limit students pass the poster to a next group. Another task is to write definitions to the pre-printed word and words they are not familiar with, they can use a monolingual dictionary. T gives the Ss one extra picture / hurricane labelling picture. Ss do it after the main acitivity. After 4 minutes they pass the poster to a next group again and try to complete definitions on the new poster.

20 minutes
3. All 4 posters are displayed on the board and the students write down the key vocabulary and a definition if necessary. 








5 minutes

4. Weather forecast – T asks What is the weather like today to elicit some answers. They the students stay in the groups but now they work individually. They are given a handout with a multiple choice test on weather – see at http://www.esl-lab.com/weat1/weat1.htm. Students go first through the key vocabulary (4 new words) and listen to the forecast and do the activity. Then they check for correct answers, afterwards they are given the transcript of the listening activity. T asks them to underline useful phrases for weather forecast broadcasting. Then the students are asked to prepare and perform a brief weather forecast themselves according to a newspaper piece they had been asked to bring with them.   10 minutes
5. Pair work presentation – a pair from one group present their weather forecast to a pair of a different group. T monitors. 







10 minutes

Lesson 2 – Teacher needs a cyclone map, cards with seasons, an interactive software mimio, an internet connection, a handout for each student. Ss need their vocabulary lists from previous lesson.
THROUGH
1. T shows a “cyclone map” and asks, what the Ss think it shows. It shows directions of hot air and low pressure that meets with cold air of high pressure and endangered places where a hurricane occurs. T displays the paper form of the poster on the board so that the Ss can see the directions all the time of the lesson.
2. Ss form 4 groups according to a season they have chosen from the cards the T gave them. T plays the mimio lesson on hurricanes – you can alternatively use a youtube video clip and show the students how the hurricane moves as seen from space over a sattelite. Students are given a handout with 4 pictures of hurricane forming, their task is to try to label the pictures correctly. They check the results together. After this a member of each group is asked to describe a hurricane forming picture again in order to present it to the rest of the class again. Thus all 4 pictures are described in Ss’ own words.

3. T asks Ss what wind is. The answers and explanations are written on blank sheets of paper each group is provided with. After completing their definitions (without checking or even reading it aloud). Then, the teacher announces a listening activity – listening for gist. After the listening, Ss are asked to try to answer the question again. Then the Ss are given a new handout – fill the gaps exercise. They are asked to complete the exercise (individually), this exercise is based on the listening they heard before. T plays it again for them. They check it together.
4. Groups are then asked to make a poster or a graphic organizer using the information from the text on what wind is and how it rises.

Lesson 3 THROUGH AND BEYOND (partially)
1. Students make a short presentation for the rest of the class of the posters they made the previous lesson. They are not allowed to use any notes that are not included on the poster itself. They should use their own words. 





10 – 15 minutes
2. T gives each group a handout of the Saffir - Simpson hurricane wind scale summary, each group has a different strength of a hurricane. They go through the text together and underline all facts that caught their attention in any respect. They are allowed to use a dictionary when necessary. As a group they choose 3 facts that are the most important for them and present them to the rest of the class.
The other take notes.

10 minutes
3. http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/prepare/ - T plays “SAFETY TIPS” and set a task: what do people need to have in their supply kit and for how long the supplies should last?

4. What would you take in your supply kit and why? Write and tell - Classroom discussion.

5. T gives Ss a crossword with necessary item in a supply kit. 

6. Play http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/prepare/ Ss should see what a hurricane can do in order to be able to do their final project.

Lesson 4 BEYOND
This lesson is devoted to Ss’ final project only. They have 3 options how to achieve best score. They choose themselves:

1. GW Design an adventure board game with 25 – 30 question cards of multiple choice answers for 6 – 7 players. The questions must ask about hurricanes, weather of things related.

2. INDIVIDUAL WORK Write a newspaper article or a report or a story of how someone experienced a hurricane storm. Include as many details as possible – where, when, how, what, why ...

3. GW Shoot a video clip or a report and question someone who “witnessed” a hurricane. Length 6 minutes at maximum. Use the vocabulary you have learned. Include not only a witness but also a weather specialist who explains what a hurricane is. The witness tells a personal story of his/her and the specialist explains in detail about the factual situation.

You will earn points from the rest of the class that will be 50 per cent of your final mark. You can earn 10 points maximum.
AIMS:


to learn key vocabulary, practice it via minor tasks


to define what a hurricane is, what it looks like, how it manifests itself, where it threatens and what to do to minimize its catastrophic consequences


to make a follow-up group project on hurricanes
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